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______________________________________________________________________________
Commissioner Zenker called the November 3, 2021 meeting of the Grant County Commissioners to order
9:00 a.m. Public present were Jessica Clifton, Jackie Steinmetz, Marissa Sprenger, Keith Payne, William O.
Wutzke, Joe Rohr, Patrick Diehl, Ryan Schock, Saul Maier, Donna VandenBurg, Merlin Leithold, Kevin Roth, Reva
Weekes, and Gregory Bruce.
Moved by Commissioner Reinhardt and seconded by Commissioner Hochhalter to approve agenda. All present
voting aye; agenda approved.
Moved by Commissioner Hochhalter and seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt to approve minutes. All present
voting aye; minutes approved.
Old business:
New business:
Reinhardt made a motion to approve bills totaling $28,437.53. Seconded by Hochhalter. Roll call voteHochhalter– aye, Reinhardt – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Al’s Body Shop 1,019.60
Amanda Dahners 216.24
Auto Value Mandan 176.02
Axon Enterprises Inc. 792.00
Brock White Company LLC 39.00
Butler Machinery Inc 1,452.06
Farm & Home Supply 175.88
Farm & Home Publishers 330.00
Gooseneck Implement CO 500.00
Hertz Bros Inc. 221.05
I-State Truck Center 21.60
John Deere Financial 5,029.06
North Dakota One Call 6.05
Powerplan 3,168.88
Steins Inc 91.50
Stelter Repair Inc 1,217.61
Terry Dillon 659.75
Tyler Technologies 9,743.55
Visa 3,577.68
Jessica Clifton, Veteran Service Officer introduced herself. She is available for veterans in Grant County, and her
contact information is on the county website.
Jackie Steinmetz, Director of Tax Equalization, presented a list of rural residences to be added as omitted
property for 2021. The residents failed to provide the required application and supplement documentation to
qualify for the rural residence exemption. Steinmetz asked that the residences be added with a value of $50,000
each. A hearing for the property will be held December 1, 2021. Hochhalter moved to add a residential value of
$50,000 to properties with parcel numbers: 34203900, 04692400, 20418801, 14572800, 14577100, 09600801,
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07625700, 46017000, 29393100, 03731800, 0170000. Motion seconded by Reinhardt. Roll call vote – Reinhardt
– aye, Hochhalter – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Moved by Reinhardt and seconded by Hochhalter to approve Calcutta to be held in conjunction with a coyote
hunt at the Shields Bar on December 3 and 4, 2021 by the Flasher American Legion. Roll call vote – Reinhardt –
aye, Hochhalter – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Moved by Reinhardt and seconded by Hochhalter to approve Calcutta to be held in conjunction with a coyote
hunt at the James Bachmeier Ranch on December 17 and 18, 2021 by the Flasher American Legion. Roll call vote
– Reinhardt – aye, Hochhalter – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Moved by Reinhardt and seconded by Hochhalter to approve Calcutta to be held in conjunction with a pool and
dart tournament at the Shields Bar between January 1, and March 31, 2022 by the Flasher American Legion. Roll
call vote – Reinhardt – aye, Hochhalter – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Township and city representatives met with the Board to discuss the 2022 Assessment Contracts. Marissa
Sprenger stated the position of the City of New Leipzig is that because the County signed the contract (with
Vanguard Appraisal Service) the City of New Leipzig feels that the County is responsible for their portion of the
contract if not all. If the County demands that the City pays for a contract, it should be a split of city and county
based on the amount of tax collected.
Bill Wutzke, Minnie Township asked why this hasn’t been taken care of all this time.
Jackie Steinmetz said there is a very wide discrepancy in the values across the county because they may have
been done in different years. The reassessment will equalize the values. She said that 80% are probably not
where they should be. Values are going to be equalized.
Patrick Diehl, commended the stand that the Commission has taken to contract for a reassessment to be done.
The price paid is small compared to inequality that exists currently.
Keith Payne, Pretty Rock Township has no issue with the contract. He believes that the residential and
commercial charges are most at issue. He asked that when the rural residences are added they should be
brought before the township board of equalization.
Ryan Schock, Leith City asked are they going to just assess the houses and businesses that are there? Are vacant
lots part of the reassessment. If most of the city is vacant lot. Can a special assessment be used as part of the
funding? Auditor Meier said she would check if a special assessment would be possible.
Merlin Leithold asked if a portion that would be taxed could be considered as the assessment fee.
Kevin Roth what would be the tax revenue coming from the changes in value.
Jackie Steinmetz stated that she has not done any reassessments of property, only assessments on new
construction.
Keith Payne stated that each political subdivision has the right to hire an assessor. The education and salary
would be the responsibility of the subdivision.
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Kevin Roth asked when the reassessment would start. Steinmetz said Vanguard is projected to start in March of
2022.
Saul Maier, Rock Township, agreed that paying a percentage of the tax revenue would be a far approach.
Grant Walker asked if any political subdivisions had their own assessor. Keith Payne said that at one time all
political subdivisions had their own assessor.
Commissioner Zenker instructed Auditor Meier to analyze assessment rates based on portion of the tax.
Analysis will be forwarded to the Township Chairman and City Mayor as well as an invitation to the December 1
meeting.
Marty Meyer asked about the status of a road easement on Section 17, Township 136, Range 88 – easement
was taken by, and is still in place. Eight acres are exempt from taxation in each quarter section as county road
easement, and the easement has not been abandoned. Jon Alt will contact the adjacent property owners for
clarification.
Patrick Diehl presented a revised schedule of costs for materials and equipment cost for June 2021 overland
flooding and road damage.
Patrick Diehl is soliciting bids for Multi-hazard plan which needs to be redone. The deadline for bid solicitations
is November 12 and could be around $30,000 cost.
Chairman Zenker spoke with Patrick Diehl about Mrs. Ehrhardt Fitchner’s 2022 salary. What policy would be put
in place. Reinhardt checked to see if her salary could be increased within the budget. Hochhalter thinks that a
percentage change is not exactly fair. Hochhalter said that the 1% increase would not make much difference.
Hochhalter made motion to raise 2021 salary to equal 3% or $990.00 over the 2020 salary, seconded by
Reinhardt. Roll call vote – Hochhalter – aye, Reinhardt – aye, Zenker – aye. Motion carried.
Grant Walker presented letter from North Dakota Attorney General Office about the nationwide settlement
agreements that would resolve opioid litigation. The Board directed Grant Walker to join in the litigation
brought by states and local political subdivisions against McKesson, Cardinal Health and AmerisourceBergen,
and Janssen.
Being no further business, Zenker adjourned meeting at 12:40 p.m.
FYI: next scheduled meetings will be November 17 and December 1, 2021.

X

X

Alton Zenker, Chairman

Sara Meier, County Auditor
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